
Un ited States H istory 
Un it 2:  The Civ i l  War , Part 1 

Lesson P lans 
 

Date Day Classroom Content and Procedures Standards 

 1 

Begin discussion on the “Background to the Civil War” emphasize the differences 
between the North and South as a natural outgrowth of changes emphases within 
the country.  Students will provide contrasts from personal knowledge/experience 
and by scanning the textbook, pages P10-13.   
 
Students complete page 1 of Civ i l  War packet during discussion/lecture.   
 
Read and complete Geography 15:  S lavery, Pol i t ics , and Farming in 
I l l ino is in class as a preliminary to page 2 of Civil War packet.  Finish as 
homework assignment if not completed in class. 

PA.7.3.U.A 
PA.8.1.U.A 
PA.8.1.U.B 
CC.8.5.0910.D 
NCSS.III.C 

 2 

Collect Geography 15. 
 
Use Civil War Packet, pages 2-3 “The Issues of Slavery” to examine the 
underlying problems of slavery.  Encourage students to evaluate not merely the 
historical facts of slavery but also the moral issues involved, directing them 
determine “Is slavery right or wrong?” 
 
HW:  Chapter 15 Cr it ica l Think ing – Drawing Conclus ions 

PA.8.3.U.C 
PA.8.3.U.D 
NCSS.I.B 
NCSS.I.E 
NCSS.I.H 

 3 

Conclude discussion of “The Issues of Slavery” with pages 4-5 of Civil War 
Packet.   
 
Introduce memory work using the “Emancipat ion Proc lamat ion” .  Read, 
discuss main idea, and assign vocabulary words—find and define 3. 
 
In class assignment:  Sk i l l  Appl icat ion 15:  Reading an Elect ion Map 

CC.8.5.0910.B 
CC.8.5.0910.D 

 4 

Check “Emancipation” vocabulary. 
 
Distribute student packet, page 6 on the election of 1860.  Students will 
calculate the total number of electoral votes, popular votes, and related 
percentages using the data from the map.  Allow time to complete notes at 
bottom of page. 
 
HW:  Quiz Issues of Slavery, pages 2-5. 

PA.8.3.U.B 
CC.8.5.0910.G 

 5 

Quiz 
 
Use Civil War packet page 7 for the “Beginning of the War—Ft. Sumter and 
Preparing for War”.   
 
HW:  515.1-2 

PA.8.3.U.D 

 6 

Complete discussion Civil War, Part 1 with student packet page 8 “Advantages 
of the North and the South” and “Strategy for Winning the War”. 
 
Begin “Who was…” biography readings.  Distribute Dred Scott, Sojourner 
Truth, Stephen Douglas, and Jefferson Davis readings among the class; read; 
answer questions.  Use Chromebooks/Google docs to share “Who was…” 
document.  Students complete the four from the readings as class, then research 
online sources for the remaining. 

PA.8.3.U.A 
NCSS.III.C 

 7 Finish “Who was…” if necessary. 
 

PA.8.3.U.A 
PA.8.3.U.D 



Review for test with Discovery Channel Video Cl ips:  “Discord, Clash & 
Conflict” and “North & South”. (12 min) Give pop quiz covering content of video 
clips and notes. 
 
Students complete “If I were the teacher” review questions for test.  Collect and 
verbal review with competition quiz format. 
 
HW:  Test, “Civil War, Part 1” 

 8 Test, “Civil War, Part 1”  

 9 
Return/discuss tests 
 
Civ i l  War Map Study (colored pencils) 

7.1.U.A 
NCSS.III.A 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.commonsenseevaluation.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/us_civil_war_uniforms_by_propstoart-d5fy239.png



 
 

United States History 
Un it 2:  The Civ i l  War , Part 1 

 Standards and Object ives  
 

 
In this unit we address the following academic standards: 

7.1.U.A Use geographic tools to analyze information about the interaction between people, places, 
and environments. 

7.3.U.A Analyze the human characteristics of places and regions 
8.1.U.A Evaluate patterns of continuity and change over time, applying context of events. 

8.1.U.B Evaluate the interpretation of historical events and sources, considering the use of fact 
versus opinion, multiple perspectives, and cause and effect relationships. 

8.3.U.A Compare the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic 
development of the U.S. 

8.3.U.B Compare the impact of historical documents, artifacts, and places which are critical to the 
U.S. 

8.3.U.C Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the U.S. 

8.3.U.D Evaluate how conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations have influenced the 
growth and development of the U.S. 

CC.8.5.0910.A Cite textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to 
such features as the date and origin of the information. 

CC.8.5.0910.B Determine the central ideas or information of primary or secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text. 

CC.8.5.0910.D Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social science. 

PA 

CC.8.5.0910.G Integrate quantitative or technical analysis with qualitative analysis in print or digital text. 
 Culture and Cultural Identity 

I.B Enable learners to analyze and explain how groups, societies, and cultures address human 
needs and concerns 

I.E Enable learners to assess the importance of cultural unity and diversity within and across 
groups 

I.H Have learners explain and apply ideas, theories, and modes of inquiry drawn from 
anthropology and sociology in the examination of persistent issues and social problems 

 People, Places, and Environments 

III.A Enable learners to use interpret, and distinguish various representations of Earth such as 
maps, globes, and photographs, and to use appropriate geographic tools 

III.C 
Help learners to locate, distinguish, and describe the relationships among varying regional 
and global patterns of physical systems such as landforms, climate, and natural resources, 
and explain changes in the physical systems 

 Individual Development and Identity 

IV.G Have learners compare and evaluate the impact of stereotyping, conformity, acts of 
altruism, discrimination, and other behaviors on individuals and groups 

NCCS 

IV.H Help learners understand how individual perceptions develop, vary, and can lead to conflict 
 



 
 
At the conclus ion of th is unit you should be able to… 
 

 Define/explain the following terms:  abolition; Middle Passage; Underground Railroad; states rights; 
popular sovereignty; fiat money; secede. 

 Compare/contrast the Northern and Southern states in the early 1860s. 
 Identify the contributions of the following people and/or groups of people:  Border Ruffians; Preston 

Brooks; John Brown; James Buchanan; Stephen Douglas; Jefferson Davis; Robert E. Lee; Jayhawkers; 
Abraham Lincoln; Dred Scott; Harriet Tubman; Sojourner Truth. 

 Analyze the advantages of the North and the South at the beginning of the Civil War. 
 Describe the strategies of the North and the South to win the Civil War. 
 Explain the Southern position concerning slavery. 
 Critique the necessity/inevitability of the Civil War. 
 Explain the “rightness” or “wrongness” of slavery. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://coachburke.homestead.com/CIVILcrossedflags.gif 


