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AN OVERVIEW OF THE COURSE OF THE CIV IL WAR 
 
 
 The Civil War, whose beginnings stretch back to the founding of our nation, actually started in  

__________ with the Confederate bombardment on the federal garrison of ______________________ 

in the South Carolina harbor of ______________________ .  This attack sealed the fate of the nation 

for the next ______________________ years.  What both sides had hoped to be a quick settlement 

proved to become a bloody and costly war.  The battle at ______________________ in 1861 proved 

this to be true.  Neither side was prepared for war, but the ______________________ defensive 

position gave them the advantage and the victory. 

 

 As part of the northern strategy, Lincoln quickly ordered a naval ______________________ of 

the southern coast.  The Confederacy attempted to use a restored Union ______________________ to 

break the blockade.  Experiencing initial success, the ______________________ was defeated nearly a 

week after the commission into the Confederate “iron” navy by the Union ironclad, the 

______________________ .   The Union’s greater ______________________ producing capabilities 

gave it the advantage in this new naval fighting. 

 

 In the ______________________ Forts Henry and Donelson soon fell to the northern advances 

designed to constrict the South and separate the eastern rebel states from the western.  Most of the 

important battles in the West took place in the state of ______________________ .  Continuing south 

after his victories in northern Tennessee, Grant met the Confederates at the railroad and steamboat center 

of  ______________________ ,  Mississippi.  The battle of ______________________ was a short 

term victory for the ______________________ , but the northern reinforcements soon reversed the 

course of the fighting.    With the Confederate forces occupied inland, Union naval commander 

______________________ easily captured ______________________ in 1862.    With this victory, 

the North controlled the delta of the ______________________ and closed it to southern trade. 

 

 While the Union army was experiencing victories in the West, it was the Confederacy who seemed 

to be gaining the advantage in the ______________________ .  At the second battle of 

______________________ Robert E. Lee proved that total victory would be difficult for the Union.    

A second loss at the same battle site demoralized the Union army and forced a retreat toward Washington.  

One month later, however, the Union victory at ______________________ reversed the trends of defeat 

in the East.    Lee had attempted to take the offensive and had led an attack  into 

______________________ .  Thwarted by his bloody loss at Antietam he was forced to retreat into 
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______________________ .  In addition, the victory at Antietam prompted Lincoln to issue the 

____________________________________________ and discouraged ______________________  

from recognizing the Confederate government.  ______________________ failure to pursue the 

retreating Lee cost him his command.  The newly appointed General ______________________ foolishly 

tried to drive Lee out of a well-defended position and suffered severe casualties at 

______________________ .    Once again, a Union general lost his command for poor decision-

making.  General Joe Hooker, Burnside’s replacement, met both Lee and Jackson at 

______________________ .    Though the Confederacy won the battle, ______________________ 

was mortally wounded. 

 

 By 1863 Lee was convinced that his only hope for victory now lay with a successful invasion of the 

North.  This was in conflict with the Southern belief in accepting a ______________________ without 

having to defeat the North.  Moving north through Maryland and into Pennsylvania, Lee pressed orderly and 

with respect for the citizens deep into Union territory.  He met a Union army under the command of 

General Meade at ______________________ .    For two days the soldiers fought fiercely.  This time 

the North had the defensive advantage.  The battle climaxed in the successful defense of 

______________________ . Gettysburg was the beginning of the end for the Confederacy.  

Simultaneous with the loss at Gettysburg, General Grant captured ______________________ , Mississippi.  

  This victory gave the Union complete control of the Mississippi River, thus completing a second phase 

of the Northern victory strategy.  Grant’s success in the West led to his transfer to the 

______________________  as commander of the Union army.  He pushed back against the Confederate 

advances, depriving them of their ______________________ advantage.   

 

 In the summer of 1864 General William Sherman began his infamous 

___________________________ .  His goal was to bisect the south by marching from Chattanooga, TN 

to Savannah, GA—capturing ______________________ (the South’s communication center) in the 

process.  He ordered his army to live off the land and destroy anything of value to the Confederacy.  His 

successful destruction of the heart of the deep South brought increased hatred for the northern invaders.  

Philip Sheridan’s similar treatment of the ______________________ in VA deprived the Confederacy of a 

much needed refuge and supply source. 

 

 By the Spring of 1865, the Rebels had been confined to the state of _____________________ .  

Lee established fortifications near Richmond and ______________________ .  The Union capture of a 

key junction outside Petersburg prohibited Lee’s attempted escape.    Realizing his eventual defeat and 
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not wanting further loss of life, Lee surrendered to Grant on ______________________  at 

______________________ , VA.  The War Between the States was over.  The wounds of the war were 

deep, yet the healing could now begin. 

 

 The Civil War resulted in specific outcomes—not just the reality of the South’s loss. 

1. End of ______________________ .  ______________________ authority superseded 

state ______________________ ; ______________________ no longer an option for the 

states. 

2. Emancipation of the ______________________ . 

3. High ______________________ and ______________________ . 

4. Increased ______________________ toward the North, and to a certain extent the 

______________________ .  The war ______________________ the country but failed to 

bring ______________________ . 
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